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HUMANITARIANISM

Bob Woodruff receives John Steinbeck Award
BY JALENY REYES
STAFF WRITER

Bob Woodruff received the John Steinbeck
Award in a packed Student Union Theater
on Tuesday night.
This is the first time in 20 years that a
journalist received the award, as well as the
first time that a journalist with experience
covering America’s foreign wars receives
the award.
“It’s such an honor to get this award,”
Bob Woodruff said. “I can’t believe there
haven’t been other journalists that have
been given this kind of award.”
Bob Woodruff has been an ABC news
reporter for 21 years. Through them, he
co-anchored ABC World News.
In 2006, he was an embedded reporter
for ABC’s World News Tonight in Iraq
where he was injured by a roadside bomb
that struck his vehicle near the district
of Taji. The accident caused a traumatic
brain injury which nearly killed him. He
recovered from his injuries and returned to
ABC News 13 months later.

JENNIFER GONZALEZ | CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHER
Associate English professor Nicholas Taylor (right) presents journalist Bob Woodruff (left) with the John
Steinbeck Award in the Student Union Theater on Tuesday night.

The night consisted of an interview
conducted by Dan Ashley of ABC7 News.
Bob Woodruff talked about his transition

from a lawyer to a journalist and how his
career has shaped his personal life.
Bob Woodruff opened up about his life to

the audience, answering all questions that
were thrown at him.
“I wasn’t as intimately familiar with his
story before I came here tonight,” said Sarah
Bautista, graduate communicative disorders
and sciences student. “I was really pleased
with both the openness and the intimacy
that was provided here tonight.”
Lee Woodruff, his wife, later joined
him and Ashley on stage. She shared her
experience after finding out about her
husband’s severe injury and how that stage
of their lives helped them create the Bob
Woodruff Foundation.
“We got such an enormous amount of
attention for what happened to us far
beyond what we ever should of gotten,”
Woodruff said. “When our book came out
[In an Instant: A Family’s Journey of Love
and Healing] we were on a big tour and
people would walk up to us and say ‘here’s
$20, can you make sure it gets to a veteran’
— so we realized we have this voice.”
The Bob Woodruff Foundation is a
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California Theatre is a
hidden piece of history
BY TIANA WALKER
STAFF WRITER
The California Theatre sits across
the street from the Convention
Center and is nestled right next to
a bar on First Street. The features
of the theatre’s architecture
differ from the modern shops and
restaurants surrounding it. The
deep browns on the overhang and in
the opening are a little ritzier than
the other buildings as well.
The large California sign cascading

TIANA WALKER | SPARTAN DAILY
The California Theatre holds many events and
will host the Cinequest Film and VR Festival.

off the side somehow seemingly
goes unnoticed on the busy street. A
few passersby stop and read the play
listings posted on the outside wall
and then keep going.
Perhaps this gem of downtown San
Jose doesn’t stand out because on
most days the gates are closed by 5
p.m. The ticket booth windows in the
theatre remain closed during their
business hours of 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
The theatre is 90 years old, but
the owners do not shy away from
modern technology. Signs posted on
the windows advise patrons to visit
their website in order to purchase
tickets for shows. Tickets are also
available by phone and from a ticket
booth located on First Street.
The California Theatre holds
various performances, meetings
and concerts all on the 90-by-40
foot stage.
Among the events being held at the
theatre are showings of the Cinequest
Film and VR Festival. Cinequest
Publicity manager Jessica Gelico said
that the theatre is a “gorgeous part of
downtown San Jose.”
Cinequest will also be hosting
the Mavericks Spirit Awards at the
California Theatre; actress Jane
Lynch is the honoree.
“Cinequest empowers people

See GEM page 3
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Rainfall causes severe flooding down Senter Road near Municipal Stadium, displacing many residents from their homes.

Wednesday, February 22, 2017
SEXUAL ASSAULT

Proposed bill requires rape charges on transcripts
STAFF WRITER

In December 2016, California
representative Jackie Speier proposed
a bill titled the Safe Transfer Act. This
act would require all rape charges to
appear on college transcripts for five
years after the student’s disciplinary
case is resolved.
The case would remain on the
student’s transcripts for a year if the
case is still being resolved at the time
of administrative deliberation.
Industrial design senior Jin Diep made
a statement against the bill requiring
students who have not been charged with
sexual assault to put this accusation on
their transcripts anyways.
“I think the charges should only
show on the transcript if the student
was already charged,” Diep said. “If a
student hasn’t been charged yet, but it
is indicated on their record, that could
possibly ruin their future if wrongfully
accused or convicted.”
Many times, students will transfer
and try to attend another school due to

their prior charges.
“My bill will ensure that students
who try to transfer schools to avoid
the consequences of their violent acts
will, at a minimum, face the same
consequences as students who transfer
because they’ve cheated on an exam,”
Speier said in a press release.

“

“

BY KYLEE BAIRD

Yet students who have
committed sexual assault
can walk away from
campus with a clean
academic bill of health.

Jackie Speier
Congresswoman

Only the states of New York and
Virginia have made it a requirement
for students that have been convicted

GUEST SPEAKER

of rape to have those charges placed
on transcripts.
This requirement prevents these
perpetrators from striking before
they even get the chance due to their
transcripts being “flagged.”
Organizations, such as Title IX and the
Association of Title IX Administrators
(ATIXA), are continuously fighting to
end sexual assault on college campuses.
In a statement, Speier mentions
how plagiarism and any other form of
cheating is taken more seriously than
sexual assault on university and college
campuses, which is an ongoing issue that
needs to be addressed more seriously.
“Universities and colleges are
perfectly willing to include academic
infractions
like
plagiarism
on
students’ records,” Speier said in
a press release. “Yet students who
have committed sexual assault can
walk away from campus with a clean
academic bill of health.”
While Diep believes transcripts
should be flagged only if the student
has been charged with rape, marketing
sophomore
Sanaz
Hosseinpour

believes students have the right to
know what their peers have been
charged for in the past.
“The students and administration
have the right to know that student’s
past behavior,” Hosseinpour said.
“Although they aren’t going to have
a sign on their forehead reading what
they were charged with, at least the
administration will have an idea of
who they are letting in.”
The San Jose State Title IX Office
has taken many steps to help prevent
sexual assault on this campus such as
holding presentations and meetings
available for students to attend.
Although Title IX officer Natalie
Potts was contacted, she was not able
to comment on this issue due to an
SJSU and CSU policy, but she is very
much aware of this proposed bill.
“We are certainly monitoring this
legislation as we do all Title IX related
policies at the state and federal level,”
Potts said.

Follow Kylee on Twitter
@kyleemakae

SOCIAL ACTIVISM

Author Bryan Stevenson to
speak at the Hammer Theatre
BY SELINA RAMIREZ
STAFF WRITER
The San Jose State University Campus
Reading Program will hold “An Hour with
Bryan Stevenson” in which Stevenson will
discuss his new book, “Just Mercy” on
Friday at the Hammer Theatre.
“Just Mercy” is the true story of the power
of mercy and redemption to reform what
Stevenson refers to as a broken justice system.
In his book, Stevenson tells the story of
Walter McMillian, one of his first clients
as a young lawyer who was convicted of
murder and later exonerated. The book
chronicles Stevenson’s struggle to prove
the innocence of clients who believed
they had been wrongly convicted or had
received unfair sentences.
“He awakens us to an understanding of a
lot of injustice that is embedded in American
culture in disturbing ways,” said Scot Guenter,
professor of American studies and director of
the SJSU Campus Reading Program.
Stevenson founded the Equal Justice
Initiative (EJI), a private nonprofit
organization that offers legal representation
to people that have received unfair or
extreme sentences, been illegally convicted
or abused in the prison system.
According to the initiative’s website, its
mission is to end mass incarceration and
excessive punishment in the United States,
challenge racial and economic injustice and

to protect the rights of the most vulnerable
groups in American society.
Since founding the EJI, Stevenson has
argued several cases in the U.S. Supreme
Court. In 2012, Stevenson and the EJI
won a ruling that deemed mandatory lifewithout-parole sentences for children 17 or
younger unconstitutional.
“He’s an inspirational lawyer,” Guenter
said. “[He] has devoted his life to helping
people who have been marginalized
through the judicial system in this country.”
Every year the SJSU Reading Program
selects a book that they encourage
the campus community to read. SJSU
President Mary Papazian gives a free copy
to all incoming freshman.
“We encourage students to take
advantage of lectures and opportunities for
discussions on campus centered around the
ideas and values discussed in that book,”
Guenter said.
The SJSU Campus Reading Program
promotes reading and participation in group
discussions in order to help members of the
campus community engage with each other.
“We want to cultivate a culture of reading
and build bridges of understanding among
members of of our community,” Guenter
said. “It’s an opportunity to talk to people on
campus that you wouldn’t talk to otherwise.”

Follow Selina on Twitter
@selina_ramirez_
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Dan Ashley interviews Bob Woodruff at the Steinbeck Award event on Tuesday at the Student Union Theatre.
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nonprofit that focuses on helping post Sept.
11 injured service members, veterans and
their families. Since founded, they have
collected over $35 million.
Bob Woodruff took the time to thank
his wife and children at the end of
the night.
He also said that he believes his family
and friends are what helped him speed
up his recovery.
Although the award was presented
to Bob Woodruff for his work as a
journalist, Bautista believes that he
earned it for other reasons.

“I think it’s because of what they
[Lee and Bob Woodruff] have done for
the troops,” Bautista said. “I think what
his wife Lee does is spot on. There’s
not enough publicity for those coming
back and sometimes it takes someone
who is not part of that [the military] to
stand up and fight for them the way that
they have.”

Follow Jaleny on Twitter
@jalenyreyes

PAYJE REDMOND | SPARTAN DAILY
Erin Schrode speaks to students about social activism and her social work with refugees in Lesvos, Greece at
the Diaz Compean Student Union.

Erin Schrode speaks
Millennial Social Activism
BY PAYJE REDMOND
STAFF WRITER
Erin Schrode, a 2016 congressional
candidate and social activist, spoke
to students on Tuesday evening at the
Diaz Compean Student Union.
Schrode partnered with Noe Shemer,
member of the Jewish organization
Hillel of Silicon Valley to discuss
activism among millennials on campus.
“Erin is someone who is super
relatable to the people on campus,”
said Maya Jacobson, member of Hillel
of Silicon Valley. “She’s closer in age
and we think she shares a lot of same
politics to most of the students.”
Schrode was a congressional
candidate for California’s District 2.
Although she did not win, the 25-yearold casted over 20,000 votes.
The three main topics she ran
on during her campaign included
paid-leave, equal pay and access to
reproductive health.
Her platform continues to focus
on environmental education and
human rights.
“You should be able to explain it to a
10 year old,” Schrode said.
Since 2002, Schrode has been a
social activist in her community of
Marin County.
She started a grassroots movements
toward educating the public about
toxins in self-care products which
contributed to raising funds towards
breast cancer support in her city.
At 13, she co-founded her non-profit
organization called Project Green.
“We
pulled
together
diverse
stakeholders that grew organically,”
Schrode said.
Anthony Prickett, english senior,
asked how to encourage millennials to
get involved in social activism.
“I think [her message] really
pushed me to think about what I can
do in the community,” Prickett said.
“That’s both practical and engaged in
my passions.”
Much of Schrode’s campaign was tied

into social media as a way to connect
with millennials. However, she does
express the importance of having a
concise message.
Capillo and Prickette both mention
Schrode’s message about apathy and
how it inspired them.
Schrode quotes political activist
Elie Wiesel saying that, “The opposite
of love is not hate, it’s indifference.”
Schrode admits to growing up
with “white-privilege,” but said she
combatted that with social activism.
Her many experiences include traveling
to Haiti after Hurricane Katrina.
She said she was deterred by many
people to go at the age of 18, but was
self-sufficient and found a way to
provide assistance while not being
a burden.
In Haiti, Schrode brought some of her
own food supply and created medical
records to assist medical professionals.
“You don’t have to solve all
[problems], but you have to start
somewhere,” Schrode said.
As a Jewish woman, Schrode received
backlash during her campaign trail.
Schrode addressed the audience about
the “hate mail” and “hate speech” she
dealt with during her campaign.
“Being a public figure who
is a Jewish outspoken woman
unfortunately attracted very nasty
people who started attacking her,”
Vlad Khaykin, member of the AntiDefamation League said.
Despite the setbacks, Schrode
continued to push toward human rights
up until the election date.
“I’m not here to instill fear, but to
wake you up,” Schrode said. “We are
doing this for the next generation who
can, should and will run for office.”

Follow Payje on Twitter
@Theyasked
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BY CAROLINA IBARRA
STAFF WRITER
Students sit in rows of desks waiting
for class to begin armed with a
notebook, a pen and a 3-ounce glass
at hand. Eyes wander toward the beer
bottles sitting temptingly on a table at
the front of the classroom as a lecture
on German beer begins.
Every Thursday night, students enrolled
in “HSPM149: Beer Appreciation” gather to
taste beer and broaden their understanding
of international brewing trends.
“I’ve drank beer,” political science
senior Eric Medrano said. “I’ve never
learned to appreciate it.”
Hospitality management professor
Kathleen Sullivan transforms every
featured beer into an exploration of
the structured composition of aroma,
appearance, flavor, mouth feel and
overall impression. Sullivan also
introduces each beer’s origins, history
and brewing process.
Students sip and take notes of the
different characteristics of the beer at
hand such as grassy, metallic or sour.
“They’re attentive because they’re
interested and I don’t have to worry
that they’re checking their phones,”
Sullivan said. “They applaud me from
the first day.”

Cheers to beer appreciation

The course was originally proposed
and endorsed by Provost Andrew
Feinstein. According to San Jose State
University’s website, Feinstein has
a history of establishing hospitality
management courses, departments and
colleges in academic institutions.
For hospitality management students,
the course provides all the necessary
skills to knowledgeably maneuver their
way through the art of beer pairings and
suggestions on a global standard.
“It helps you broaden your horizons,”
hospitality senior Rachel Hug said.
“When you have customers that come
from everywhere, you know that you
can suggest something that gives them a
taste from home.”
The skills mastered throughout the
course allow hospitality students to boast
an expertise that is not too common.
According to Hug, the skill comes with
the ability to say, “Tell me who you are
and I’ll tell you what you like.”
For students of other majors, this is
an opportunity to learn about a product
that they like and consume often, but
still do not know very well.
The course also implements an alcohol
safety lecture as part of its regimen at
the beginning of the semester.
Medrano said it’s a relaxing experience,
but it’s also intriguing to realize the

GEM
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Eric Medrano, political science student, and Ryan Martin, graphic design student, toast to German beer.

many different types of beer offered on
a global standard.
The qualities that undergo analysis
throughout the course make the process
of beer appreciation a valuable talent to
acquire. Analysis goes beyond “good”
and “bad.”
Categorization of beer depends on
the different methods that are applied
throughout the brewing process.
Students offer their evaluations of

Follow Carolina on Twitter
@xoxoxcaro

MOVIE REVIEW

‘Fist Fight’ packs a punch

Continued from page 1

BY TIANA WALKER
STAFF WRITER

TIANA WALKER | SPARTAN DAILY
The inside of the California Theatre reflects the architectural style of medieval Europe which
was characterized by semi-circular arches.

through creativity and innovations
representing artist from all over,”
Gelico said.
The movies they screen at
the theatre match everything
Cinequest highlights.
“The artists have to have a
place to fit the bill and California
Theatre is that place,” Gelico said.
The theatre was closed and then
renovated from 2001 to 2004. Gelico
says the screenings at the California
Theatre have increased since the
closing of Camera 12 last year.
An employee at the theatre also
mentioned that the theatre was
renovated in the ‘70s for earthquake
retrofitting and expansion from one
auditorium to three.
The California Theatre has a
seating capacity for over 11,000.
Of those seats 435 are in the
balcony, 196 are grand tier seats
and 239 are mezzanines.
The Opera San Jose and the

the beer as they discover their own
preferences. The beer varies in taste,
color and reactions from students.
“If nature had a flavor, it would be
this,” said hospitality management
senior Jonathan Aguayo as he sipped on
an organically brewed German beer.

Symphony Silicon Valley use
the theatre as their home. The
orchestra seating has 687 spaces
for musicians.
According to the city of San Jose
website, the theatre was built in
1927 and holds true to the style
of that era. The theatre’s deep
red seats and warm tones make
it an ideal setting for a show and
allow patrons to appreciate the
glamor of the 1920’s. The pillars
on the front and inside of the
building show the Romanesque
influence on architecture during
that time period.
This theatre is about a 10-minute
walk from campus and a 7-minute
walk from the Paseo de San
Antonio light rail stop. The
California Theatre also offers
student tickets for certain shows.

Follow Tiana on Twitter
@itsmetiana_w

Actors Charlie Day and rapper-turned-actor
Ice Cube starred in the comedy “Fist Fight”
which premiered last Friday. Comedian
Tracy Morgan and actress Jillian Bell starred
alongside the duo.
Day plays the role of a pushover high school
English teacher. Ice Cube’s character is the
exact opposite: the stern and oftentimes
scary history teacher. The film is rated R for
obvious reasons, so leave the kids at home.
The F-bomb is dropped in just the fi rst scene
and is repeated throughout the whole movie.
It’s a movie starring Ice Cube, so expect the
iconic Ice Cube frown and snarl for about 70
percent of the movie. Of course, what would
the movie be without an NWA “F*ck the
Police” reference.
Most of the movie is silly humor, lighthearted fun and ridiculous pranks. Still, do
not bring the kids. The entire movie is filled
with inappropriate teacher jokes — okay,
I’ll be honest — it’s full of inappropriate
everything. Like most rated-R comedies these
days you can expect tons of sexual humor and
outrageous antics.
Even if this isn’t your kind of humor or
childhood cussing strongly offends you, I
still don’t think even the most prudish person
could resist laughing at least once or twice
within the hour and a half.
“Fist Fight” is as laughable as the plot: two
school teachers meeting after school to fight.
It is farcical for the most part but takes some
reasonable shots at the public school system.
“Fist Fight” definitely creates the feel of being
an adolescent in high school. If there’s a blank
space, that space becomes a canvas for handdrawn images of male-genitalia.
The movie catches the character’s expressions

in the many close-ups of Charlie Day and Ice
Cube’s faces.
Day hilariously captures the needless
hysteria of his character Andy Campbell, and
Ice Cube plays his character Mr. Strickland
like only Ice Cube can. He’s pretty much
a similar character in all his leading-role
movies, which surprisingly is still working
for him. “Fist Fight” would not have worked
without his believable rage directed at almost
everyone and everything.
Supporting roles played by Tracy Morgan
as gym coach Crawford and Jillian Bell as
the guidance counselor Holly also worked for
this movie. Morgan’s acting normally causes
me to cringe, but this time it was actually
quite tolerable.
Bell effortlessly plays the ill-fitted guidance
counselor. She has you in shock with each of
her statements and has you praying that no
child has a counselor like her.
The movie’s two leading roles are known
for comedies such as “Horrible Bosses” and
“Ride Along” so viewers should already know
what to expect.
The movie would still have been enjoyable
and appealed to a larger audience with 50
percent less of the swear words. I don’t think
it’s too much to ask for Hollywood to make a
movie with slightly less profanity.
It’s not going to win any Oscars but it will
a put a smile on your face. You’ll most likely
say “ew” at least once. While “Fist Fight”
may contain a good bit of non-sense you’ll
probably find yourself anticipating what’s
going to happen after school.

Follow Tiana on Twitter
@itsmetiana_w
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Time running out for the YouTube famous
Highest Paid YouTubers
JALENY REYES

STAFF WRITER
YouTube has became one of the easiest
ways to make money this generation.
Sadly, with the wave of so many new
youtubers, the video-sharing platform
has become an easy gateway for those
who are money hungry and the content
of videos has changed.
Many vloggers are more interested in
cashing in a check than finding ways to
keep their viewers entertained.
Defined by Tech Target as “a blog
that contains video content,” vlogs
have become this era’s new sensation.
Vlogging is different from traditional
blogs as it allows viewers to get a more
in-depth look at the vlogger’s life.
Vlogging is one of the many forms in
which YouTube users have become famous.
The YouTube community is comprised
anywhere from fashion and makeup to
someone’s own personal life.
Due to this, many YouTubers have been
given the opportunity to branch out and
either work with other companies or
create brands of their own.
Jaclyn Hill, an American makeup YouTuber,
has collaborated with Becca Cosmetics to
launch an entire makeup collection.
Zoe Sugg, known as Zoella, has also
created a name for herself through
makeup, body care and fashion.
Yet not everyone has had the same
opportunities. So what’s going to happen
when the video-sharing platform runs out
of fame? Where will YouTubers turn to?
YouTube has become a career for
many, but I believe that there will be a
day where the fame will run out.
We’ve seen it before with other videosharing platforms.

1

PewDiePie
$15 million

2

Roman Atwood
$8 million

3

Lily Singh
$7.5 million

4

SMOSH
$7 million

5

Tyler Oakley
$6 million

6

Rosanna Pansino
$6 million
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Sooner or later, something new will
take over and there won’t be a guaranteed
check for those who rely on YouTube.
In addition, may YouTubers have
unintentionally taken it upon themselves to
end their own fame.
The perfect example of this is Felix
Kjellberg, who is known by his YouTube
personality of PewDiePie.
According to Daily Mail, Kjellberg
was the most paid person on YouTube
in 2016. With 53 million subscribers he
cashed in $15 million.
Recently, PewDiePie was caught in
a big controversy due to some of his
recent videos.
The Wall Street Journal accused
the YouTuber of having anti-Semitic

messages in his videos.
PewDiePie quickly responded to The
Wall Street Journal saying that their article
was a personal attack. He blamed the
media for taking his jokes out of context.
“Old-school media does not like
internet personalities because they’re
scared of us,” said Kjellberg.
According to Forbes, in one video he
paid two men to unfurl a banner that
read “Death to all Jews.”
In a different video, he showed an
Israeli-based Jesus impersonator who
said, “Hitler did nothing wrong.”
Regardless of who Kjellberg has to
blame, Disney’s Maker Studios took it
upon themselves to cut any ties with the
PewDiePie name and YouTube canceled

the second season of his reality show.
A spokeswoman for Maker said, “He
clearly went too far in this case and the
resulting videos are inappropriate.”
To me, Kjellberg has no one to blame
but himself. The reason why he received
so much backlash over those videos is
because of his hateful messages.
YouTubers like PewDiePie have
taken it upon themselves to put a bad
reputation on their fame. Though he
was the most paid person on the social
media platform in 2016, it definitely was
not the end of his career yet.

Follow Jaleny on Twitter
@jalenyreyes

The Bachelorette caught up with modern times
Rachel Lindsay has been named as the first woman of color for the new season

STAFF WRITER
One of the contestants who made the
top four on this season of the Bachelor
has recently been revealed as the new
Bachelorette. This announcement has
everyone talking, myself included.
Why is this a big deal? Well, her name
is Rachel Lindsay and she is the first
person of color to hold this title.
Though Lindsay is still a contestant on
the current season, she proclaimed she
will be the next Bachelorette, letting
viewers know she did not receive Nick’s
final rose.
The announcement took place on Jimmy
Kimmel Live in true over-dramatic
Bachelor fashion. Chris Harrison, the
host of the two love-seeking shows, kept
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viewers thought would take the role
of the next Bachelorette aside from
Lindsay. Everyone’s bet was on Corinne,
regardless of if she makes you laugh or
infuriates you.
Another contestant who would have
been a good fit as the Bachelorette, as well
as making history on the show would have
been the Bay Area native, Jasmine.

“

“

JESSICA STOPPER

us waiting in suspense for three minutes
as he finally announced Lindsay as the
new Bachelorette.
I was not a big Bachelor/Bachelorette
fan in the past but this season had
something different. It
caught my
attention and kept me coming back for
more. I’m not going to lie, Corinne,
who is going to be in the top three this
season of the Bachelor, is a big part of
the humor and drama in the show, but
that is beside the point.
The Bachelor is known to have a
dominantly white cast but this season
there was diversity which I think
widened the range of the viewers at
home. There were about six women
of color this season. Now, out of 30
contestants that is not a lot but, hey, we
have to start somewhere.
With everything that has happened
lately from discrimination of ethnicities
to racism, I commend ABC for finally
bringing diversity into the cast at a low
time in our country. This is so special
though because Lindsay will no longer
be a contestant, but instead the face of the
show seeking to find her future husband.
There were many women that the

She seemed to be
ready and confident
to find true love. She
expressed searching
for a man who is
ready to get married
and start a family.

She is also a woman of color but
from a personal perspective, has more
character than Lindsay and would
keep everyone entertained. She is a
professional basketball dancer and
former professional football cheerleader,
so she is a natural in front of the camera.
Some may argue that she is a bit crazy

but, let’s face it, viewers like crazy.
However, Lindsay is special and
different than most contestants on the
show. She is an attorney and I think that
is pretty astonishing for a Bachelorette
and breaks down stereotypes. She
doesn’t live off of mommy and daddy,
is self-motivated, driven and, most
importantly, respectable.
When Lindsay came out on Jimmy
Kimmel Live, she looked absolutely
stunning and had this poise to her that
I had not seen before. She seemed to be
ready and confident to find true love.
She expressed searching for a man
who is ready to get married and start
a family. Lindsay had this drive in her
eyes in the most eloquent way possible.
In addition to myself, I think a lot of
fans were happy to hear that the next
Bachelorette is of an ethnicity beside
the typical white girl.
Those that had an issue with it have
a bigger personal problem and need to
wake up; it is 2017 and diversity is what
this country is all about.

Follow Jessica on Twitter
@jessicastopper_
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You can’t slap a label on this best new artist
TIANA WALKER

STAFF WRITER
Chancelor Jonathan Bennett, better
known as Chance the Rapper is living
proof that you don’t have to sell out as
an artist to become successful. He won
three Grammy Awards in 2017 without
selling a single song.
One of those Grammys was the welldeserved honor of Best New Artist. The
Chicago-native is the first black artist to
win in this category since Lauryn Hill
in 1999.
He thrives in his musical career
independently. In his debut performance
on “Ellen,” dancers burst into the doors
of “Generic Records” and tossed around
lawyer’s contracts. Bennett explained to
Ellen that he wants the creativity of his
work to be in his hands.
Bennett was the speaker for the Institute
of Politics at the University of Chicago
in 2016. From recording to publishing, he

explained to the students how the music
industry works and what the labels own.
Once he finished breaking down the
logistics he asked the audience, “Does
that sh*t make sense to you? No because
that sh*t goofy as hell.”
He is an example to other young artists
and shows them that they can avoid the
“pitfalls” of big companies.
I don’t know many 23-year-olds who
would reject $10 million dollars, but
according to BET that’s how much
the young rapper turned down from
recording labels.
In June 2016, the Grammys released
amendments for the 59th award show.
The amendment allowed for general
distribution to now include “applicable
digital streaming services.”
It’s not a coincidence that “Coloring
Book,” Bennett’s latest work, was the
first streaming-only album nominated
at the Grammys.
Last year was the first time Bennett
signed a deal to allow Apple to stream
his music. Bennett’s previous mixtapes
“Acid Rap” and “10 Day” were all
available for free-online download.
His album “Coloring Book” however, is
available on paid-subscription services.
Don’t worry frugal college students,
Bennett is still looking out for you. His
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miracle,” we’re instantly brought back
to our children’s choir days.
He took it to another level when
performing at this year’s Grammys with
double-platinum award-winning artist
Tamela Mann singing “Name above all
names, our God is worthy of our praise.”
Even if you aren’t a fan of his music
you can’t deny that he’s a genuinely
good person.
He started #SaveChicago, a campaign
to reduce gun violence in Chicago.
According to Elite Daily, the campaign
resulted in almost two days of no shootings.
He also has raised $100,000 for six
elementary schools in the U.S.
Additionally, he teamed up with The
Empowerment Plan to launch “The
Warmest Winter 2016.”
The campaign gave away self-heating
jackets that converted into sleeping
bags. Homeless people were also given
employment opportunities for the
making of the jackets.
Bennett is the definition of “making
it.” He’s won three Grammys without the
help of a label and he doesn’t sacrifice
himself or his faith for fame.

newest mixtape is still available online
for free.
In the song “Blessings” he says, “I used
to pass out music, I still pass out music.”
Jimmy Fallon asked him how he makes
money if he’s just passing out music.
Bennett told him he’s a “touring
artist.” He profits from touring and his
merchandise sells.
Bennett’s independence allows him
to be as creative with his music as he
wants. A project he collaborated on
with Donnie Trumpet and the Social
Experiment called “Surf” shows the
depth of his creativity.
Jazz-infused spoken word and eclectic
freeform fill the album. The fact that
he does not have a label allows him to
collaborate with artists such as Childish
Gambino, Erykah Badu and J. Cole
without conflict. However, all the artists
on the album go unnamed.
As the fi rst unsigned artist to perform on
Saturday Night Live, Bennett performed
his song “Sunday Candy” about his
grandmother and going to church.
Bennett’s newest work expresses his
faith in God. He samples popular gospel
songs that make many of us young
Christians reminisce our youth.
As soon as we hear “Are you ready
for your blessing, are you ready for you

Follow Tiana on Twitter
@itsmetiana_w
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Crossword Puzzle
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Jokin’ Around
Why does Snoop Dogg
use an umbrella?
Answer: Fo Drizzle
:K\VKRXOGQ·W\RXSOD\
poker in the jungle?

$QVZHU%HFDXVHWKHUH·V
too many cheetahs.
Complete the grid so that every row, column
and 3x3 box contains every digit from 1 to 9
inclusively.
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ACROSS
. 1 Whisky barrel
. 5 Visit on the go
10 “Ready, willing and
___”
14 Source of pain
15 Wait patiently
16 ___ Bator (Mongolian capital)
17 Sinks quickly
20 :[HY[[HRPUNLɈLJ[
as winter
21 Hoop locale, often
22 Pout
25 Clothing line
26 Faux things?
29 Supply startup
money
31 East African republic
35 Biggest club
36 Distinctive style
38 0[RLLWZ[OLPUÄLSK
dry
39 Takes over
responsibility for
something
43 Detractor
44 Kitchen appliance
45 Address abbr.,
sometimes
46 “Conventional”
accumulated
knowledge
49 Supreme Norse
god
50 Field covered with
grass
51 Grammar class
subject
53 Student no more
55 Rolled with the
punches

58 “___ Beacon
Teaches Typing”
62 Moves on to a new
topic
65 Climax
66 Ship’s low deck
67 Sandwich cookie
68 Cry of glee on the
playground
69 Invalidates or voids
70 Husky voice characteristic
DOWN
. 1 Dirty rotters
. 2 Unit of land
. 3 Close-up or cutaway, e.g.
. 4 French soldiers’
hats
. 5 Buddy
. 6 Japanese “belt”
. 7 State highway
. 8 What creative
brainwaves produce
. 9 5V[HZMHYVɈ
10 Robots, collectively
11 Slimy menace of
‘50s horror
12 Country pathway
13 New Orleans-to-Atlanta dir.
18 Extinguishes (with
“out”)
19 Shredded cabbage
23 “Little” comic strip
character created
in 1935
24 Breaks small piecLZVɈMYVT
26 Largest indigenous
American fruit

27 Blackberry drupelets, e.g.
28 +P]PZPVUZVYVɈshoots
30 “I’ll have the same”
32 Concerning birth
33 Transported by van
34 Sleeping disorder,
for some
37 Valerie Harper’s TV
series
40 One being held for
ransom (Var.)
41 “___ Under the
Sun”
42 Deaden or dull
47 Clumsy one’s
exclamation
48 Meat from a sheep
52 Kind of jacket worn
in the ‘60s
54 Captain’s superior
55 Bow of the foot
56 Rotunda topper
57 Wooded valley
59 Aloe ___
60 Desserts that can
produce chills
61 Common street
sign’s command
62 Crow relative
63 Fa-la link
64 They deliver the
goods
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SWIMMING AND DIVING

Three Spartans shine despite team’s ninth-place MW finish
championship. SJSU has 15 freshman on
its team.
“Many of them [freshmen] came
in and did very well,” Hopkins said.
“[But] freshmen year there’s a large
learning curve.”
Hopkins explained that while the
team is young, it has a promising group
of freshmen that are led by standouts
Violani Auva’a, Jenna Lloyd and
Gabby Heng.
“A big part of our performance next
year will be the maturation of those
freshmen,” Hopkins said.
Despite what Hopkins described as
a “dissatisfactory placing,” he said
nearly every athlete swam faster at the
KAVIN MISTRY | THE SPEAR (File image) conference championship than they ever
A San Jose State swimmer splashes water in her face prior to a race earlier in the Spartans’ season.
have in their life.
Three of those athletes were Colleen
BY DAVID TAUB
Humel, Brenna Bushey and Cari Reiswig
found themselves in ninth.
STAFF WRITER
According to head coach Sage Hopkins, — all of whom were named to the
the Spartans were missing a few pieces Mountain West All-Conference team on
The
Mountain
West
Women’s of their roster and credited those missing Tuesday morning. This was the seventh
Swimming and Diving Championship pieces as one of the reasons for the ninth- time Reiswig has earned All-Mountain
West honors, the fourth time for Humel
took place last week and San Jose State place finish.
finished in ninth place out of 10 schools.
“We have some holes in our lineup,” and the second time for Bushey.
At the end of the first day, the Hopkins said. “We have to plug some of
All three athletes said they were honored
Spartans were in sixth place with 110 those holes with recruiting.”
to be recognized by the Mountain West.
points. By the end of the second day,
For many of the swimmers and divers
“It shows that our hard work that we
they had slipped to seventh place and on the team, last week was their first time put in the pull doesn’t go unnoticed,”
by the end of the conference meet they competing in a division one collegiate Humel said.

Humel set personal records in the 100
backstroke, 200 backstroke, the 50 freestyle
and the 100 freestyle. Reiswig, on the other
hand, became the first diver in SJSU history
to receive All-Mountain West honors in
every event she competed in. Her season
will continue as she will be competing in
the NCAA Zone E Championship, which
she is approaching with a positive outlook.
“As long as I do everything that I know
how to do which, based on how I did at
conference, I’m pretty confident that
I have the ability to get there [top 8],”
Reiswig said.
If Reiswig does place in the top eight, she
will secure a spot in the NCAA National
Championship in Bloomington, Ind. on
March 15.
Humel and Bushey also have another
chance to extend their seasons at what is
called a last-chance meet this weekend. If
both all-conference swimmers can shave
some time off what they posted at the
Mountain West Championship, they could
potentially join their teammate Reiswig in
the NCAA championship.
All three will return to the team next year
and Hopkins said they will provide the
leadership the team needs.

Follow David on Twitter
@davidtaub3

SEASON OPENER

Baseball team struggles to
score runs, drops two games
BY JESSICA STOPPER
STAFF WRITER
The San Jose State baseball team came
up winless (0-2) in its first series of the
season last weekend against UCLA.
The Spartans were scheduled to play
a four-game series against the Bruins,
but Friday’s and Monday’s games
were cancelled due to rain. The Friday
cancellation turned into a positive for
SJSU, however, as it had an extra day
to practice.
“We had a real good practice when we
were supposed to play on Friday, so there
was anticipation on Saturday,” said starting
junior pitcher Josh Nashed.
The first game of the season was a close
one and ended with a 3-2 score. Senior
centerfielder Joseph Stefanki and junior
outfielder Chris Williams scored the
Spartans’ two runs. In the ninth inning,
junior pitcher Jaiden France allowed
Bruins’ Michael Togila to make the
winning score.
“We gave them [the Bruins] a couple
pitches and one thing led to another,”
Nashed said. “At the end of the day, the
Saturday game was almost a close game
if a couple pitches went a certain way. It
happens. It’s baseball.”

Sunday’s game turned around in the
Bruins’ favor during the fifth inning.
UCLA scored a single run in the first and
third inning until it reached over half of
their runs in the fifth.
“We ended giving up a seven spot in
that inning and that was the downfall that
game,” said head coach Jason Hawkins.
UCLA’s Nick Valaika started the fifth
inning with an RBI double, allowing Toliga
to stretch across home plate and loading
the bases for the Bruins. SJSU’s freshman
pitcher Jackson Cunningham then hit
batter Ryan Kreidler, which added another
run for the Bruins while also advancing the
runners. After two outs, UCLA’s Daniel
Amaral hit a homer off of junior pitcher
Josh Goldberg and resulted in the final two
runs of the inning.
“We struggled to make adjustments at the
plate a little bit and it’s something we need
to work on throughout the season,” said
junior infielder Kyle Morrison. “It’s nice
to see what we have to work on and make
changes to.”
According to Hawkins, the biggest
disappointment this weekend was the team
not swinging the bat well.
“We made some mistakes Saturday that were
opening game mistakes — not to excuse them
— but that’s going to happen,” Hawkins said.

JINTAK HAN | DAILY BRUIN
San Jose State’s Josh Nashed slides head first into first base as the UCLA first baseman attempts to pick him off.

Looking ahead, the Spartans are
scheduled to play at home for the first time
this season, facing BYU and Northern
Colorado on Thursday through Sunday.
There is a possibility of more games
getting cancelled, however, since there is a
chance of rain over the weekend.
According to Hawkins, Municipal
Stadium is flooded and will not be in
proper playing condition by Thursday.
“Hopefully you can expect to see
the team somewhere this weekend,”
Hawkins said.
The team is currently looking for

alternative venues for this weekend’s
series. If it cannot find a venue, its games
may be cancelled.
Despite dropping the first two games of
the season, Hawkins knows what his team
is capable of.
“They’ll compete. They’re tough —
that’s what they do and we’re proud of
that,” Hawkins said. “That’s definitely the
strength of this team.”

Follow Jessica on Twitter
@jessicastopper_

PREVIEW

Women’s basketball faces Utah State for first time this season
BY JALENY REYES
STAFF WRITER
The women’s basketball team is scheduled to take on
Utah State on Wednesday night. This is the first time San
Jose State will face the Aggies since their 83-65 win from
last season.
SJSU will attempt to pick up its third win in a row on
Wednesday. Last week the Spartans secured wins over
Fresno State (77-68) and Air Force (83-67). Additionally,
head coach Jamie Craighead celebrated her 100th win of
her coaching career.
Utah State, on the other hand, split its two games last
week with a loss to San Diego State (66-59) and a win
against Nevada (60-57).
Craighead said they have a game plan set that will lead
them to another win.
“I want our trail post to take away number five
[Shannon Dufficy] and make it hard for her to be
effective,” said Craighead. “We gotta push the tempo
and we gotta neutralize their [Utah State’s] size by our
quickness so that’s really the game plan, similar to the
Air Force game plan.”
Junior guard Myzhanique Ladd believes the tactics the
Spartans used during their game with the Falcons helped
them get a win.
“I think we prepared very well going against Air Force,”
Ladd said. “I think we need to do the same thing but do
it better.”
SJSU will be facing a challenge since its second leading
scorer, forward Jasmine Smith, will be out for a second
straight game. Smith took an elbow to the face during
last Wednesday’s win against Air Force and has been on
concussion protocol since, forcing her to miss practice and
this week’s game.

KAVIN MISTRY | THE SPEAR (File image)
Junior guard Myzhanique Ladd rises up for a basket in the key after driving past a Colorado State defender in the two teams’ matchup in late January.

“We just gotta give it everything we have to be
honest,” Craighead said. “We’re trying to survive the
time without Jasmine because she’s obviously such a
big-time presence with us and I think these guys are
giving everything they have.”
Freshman point guard Taylor Turney has also felt the
absence of Smith on the court.
“She [Smith] runs the floor super fast and we always
throw the ball up to her—it’s kinda different to not have
that weapon on the court,” Turney said. “The guards all
have to crash more because she has a lot of our boards.”
Craighead said her team will give its all and added that
it will be an advantage to have senior point guard Dezz
Ramos play in her home state.

“[Dezz] is playing at home which is always a positive for
us,” Craighead said. “She plays pretty well there.”
Ramos said she is excited to see her family and that they
motivate her to play hard.
“I love playing in front of my family,” Ramos said. “I
play pretty well in front of them — I feel good about it.”
Ramos was also recently named Mountain West Player of
the Week for the third time this season. She said although
it feels good to have earned the award, winning basketball
games is more important.
Tonight’s game will begin at 6 p.m.

Follow Jaleny on Twitter
@jalenyreyes

